
Theme
Read the selection below.

Best Friends
David sat by the living room 

window wishing he could go outside.  

He had been sick all week, and he 

was tired of his fever and stuffy nose.

He wondered what his friends 

Ahmed and Liam were doing.  They 

had speaking parts in the school’s 

Autumn Leaf Festival.  Ahmed was 

going to be an oak leaf, and Liam was 

playing a maple leaf.

“I should be playing my trumpet 

in the band,” David told his mother.  

“This is the best festival of the year!”

Three blocks away, the festival 

was about to begin.  David could hear 

the bass drum thumping away.  He 

was missing all the fun!

“Don’t be sad,” his mother 

said with a wink.  “There might be 

a surprise for you right around the 

corner.”

Three blocks away, David’s 

friends were making their own plan.  

It included David and required the 

mayor’s permission.  The mayor said 

yes!

After the parade marched around 

the town square, the marchers took 

a detour.  They marched right by 

David’s house.  He saw his two best 

friends waving at him.

Ahmed and Liam are awesome 

friends, thought David.

Fill in the Inference Map to show how setting, characters, and characters’ actions help 
you identify the theme of the selection.  
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Theme
Read the selection below.

The Lot
We have two baseball teams, 

the Hawks and the Ravens.  In the 

summer, we play every day except 

Sundays.  After we trampled Mrs. 

Norbert’s garden, though, we had 

to find a new place to play.  The 

empty lot at the corner of Oak Street 

seemed like the perfect spot.

For four days, we worked from 

morning until night.  We cleaned up 

the junk and cut the grass.  On the 

second day, a man stopped by and 

watched us from his truck.  On the 

fifth day, he walked over to talk to us.

“I own this lot,” he said, “and 

I don’t remember giving you 

permission to use it.”

“Sorry, Sir,” said Neil, “we 

thought no one would care if we 

played here.”

“Well, I do care.  I think you 

should all go home now,” the man 

said.

The next day, there was a dump 

truck and a steamroller at the lot.  A 

week later there was grass, a baseball 

diamond, and a fence!  The owner of 

the lot called us over to him.

“You kids helped me decide 

what to do with this place,” he said.  

“You’re welcome to play here as 

much as you want IF you promise to 

take care of the lot.”

Complete an Inference Map like the one shown here to help you 
figure out the theme of the selection.  Then answer the questions

 1. What is surprising about the owner’s actions at the 

end of the selection?

  

  

 2. What is the author’s theme or message?
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Prefixes non- and mis-

misplace

misspelled

misunderstood

mistreat

misjudged

nonbeliever

nonfi ction

nonsense

nonstop

Complete each phrase to make a complete sentence.  In items 
1–7, use your own words to complete the sentences in a way 
that makes sense.  In items 8–9, choose a word from the box to 
complete the sentences.

 1. To make sure I don’t turn in an assignment with 

misspelled words, I   .

 2. I am a nonbeliever in   .

 3. If I misunderstood what was said, I 

 .

 4. The most important thing I have ever misplaced was my 

 .

 5. When you mistreat your belongings, they 

 .

 6. My favorite nonfi ction book is   .

 7. One time I misjudged   .

 8. My sister Tina talks    on her 

phone with friends from school. 

 9. My dad thinks that buying a new school bag every year is  

 .
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Short o and Long o
Basic Write the Basic Word that completes each analogy. 

 1. Soup is to lunch as  is to breakfast.

 2. Typed is to e-mail as  is to letter.

 3. Shout is to yell as brag is to  .

 4. Near is to close as distant is to  .

 5. Normal is to usual as strange is to  .

 6. Lose is to lost as  is to found.

 7. Climb is to hill as  is to problem.

 8. Approve is to disapprove as praise is to  .

 9. Teacher is to students as  is to guests.

 10. Surf is to wave as ski is to  .

Challenge 11–14. Write a paragraph about taking an ocean 
voyage to another country.  Tell about your trip on the ocean.  Use 
four of the Challenge Words.  Write on a separate sheet of paper.

 1. block

 2. shown

 3. oatmeal

 4. wrote

 5. fellow

 6. scold

 7. coast

 8. odd

 9. locate

 10. slope

 11. throat

 12. host

 13. online

 14. shock

 15. solve

 16. known

 17. remote

 18. stock

 19. boast

 20. globe

Challenge

bonus

approach

motion

continent

accomplish

Spelling Words
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Spelling Word Sort
Write each Basic Word beside the correct heading.

/ŏ/ spelled o 
followed by a 

consonant

Basic Words: 

Challenge Words: 

Possible Selection Words:

/o/ spelled 
o-consonant-e

Basic Words: 

Possible Selection Words:

/o/ spelled oa
Basic Words: 

Challenge Words: 

/o/ spelled ow
Basic Words: 
Possible Selection Words:

/o/ spelled o 
followed by a 

consonant

Basic Words: 

Challenge Words: 

Possible Selection Words:

Challenge Add the Challenge Words to your Word Sort.

Connect to Reading Look through The Power of W.O.W.!  Find 
words that have /ŏ/ and /o/.  Add them to your Word Sort.

 1. block

 2. shown

 3. oatmeal

 4. wrote

 5. fellow

 6. scold

 7. coast

 8. odd

 9. locate

 10. slope

 11. throat

 12. host

 13. online

 14. shock

 15. solve

 16. known

 17. remote

 18. stock

 19. boast

 20. globe

Challenge

bonus

approach

motion

continent

accomplish

Spelling Words
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Proofreading for Spelling
Find the misspelled words and circle them.  Write them correctly 
on the lines below.

People were in shok when they heard the news that Tim 

was involved in the disappearance of the ancient weaving 

from the local museum.  Tim seemed like a nice enough 

feloe who was knowne and recognized by several of the 

volunteers at the gift shop.  He wroat a silly note to enclose 

with the toy blok kit he bought for his nephew.  He also 

tried to loccate a gloab for his niece, but there were none in 

stoc.

Tim did boaste about planning a trip to the coest of 

South America but said he had to postpone it because of a 

sore throte.  Then he asked about the weavers’ video shon 

during the day.  Needless to say, the museum staff was 

surprised when the security video showed Tim taking the 

ancient weaving and then covering up with it while he took 

a nap in the back!

 1.  7. 

 2.  8. 

 3.  9. 

 4.  10. 

 5.  11. 

 6.  12. 

 1. block

 2. shown

 3. oatmeal

 4. wrote

 5. fellow

 6. scold

 7. coast

 8. odd

 9. locate

 10. slope

 11. throat

 12. host

 13. online

 14. shock

 15. solve

 16. known

 17. remote

 18. stock

 19. boast

 20. globe

Challenge

bonus

approach

motion

continent

accomplish

Spelling Words
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Simple and Compound 
Sentences

A simple sentence has one complete thought.  

It has a subject that tells who or what the 

sentence is about.  It has a verb that tells what 

the subject does.  

subject verb
Markos plays baseball.

A compound sentence has two or more 

complete thoughts joined together.  The 

separate ideas can be joined with a comma (,) 

and a conjunction.  

Mother felt happy, so she sang a song.

1–6. Write S on the line if it is a simple sentence.  Write C on the   
line if it is a compound sentence. 

 1.  Ana and Bruce ate eggs and drank milk for breakfast.  

 2.  My baby sister was tired, so she took a nap.  

 3.  I like baseball, but my brother likes basketball.  

 4.  I want to go swimming and hiking today.  

 5.  Mom cheers for the Packers, but Dad prefers the 

Bears.  

 6.  Lee spread butter and jelly on his biscuit.  

Thinking Question 
What will you always find in 
a simple sentence?  What 
will you always find in a 
compound sentence?

The Power of W.O.W.!
Grammar:  

Simple and Compound Sentences
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Subject and Verb Agreement
Agreement means that the sentence parts match.  

The subject of a sentence must match the verb.  A 

singular subject needs a singular verb.  Plural subjects 

need a plural verb.  

singular subject and singular verb
Daisy plays the violin.  

plural subject and plural verb
Chip and Tim play guitars.  

1–8. Circle the correct verb or verbs in each sentence.  

 1. Andy and Brian (is, are) going to the movies.  

 2. Mom and Dad (was, were) at Grandmother’s all day.  

 3. Sammy (enjoy, enjoys) baking cookies for her friends.  

 4. My friends really (like, likes) to eat my cookies!  

 5. Mary and I (work, works) at the food pantry every 

Saturday.  

 6. Sylvia and her cousins, Jude and Hugh, (is, are) 

lifeguards.  

 7. Dori (think, thinks) that we should (collect, collects) food 

for the homeless.  

 8. “I (agrees, agree),” said Mr. Jackson, “and Miss Brown 

(do, does), too.”  

Thinking Question 
What kind of verb 
agrees with a singular 
subject?  What kind of 
subject agrees with a 
plural verb?

The Power of W.O.W.!
Grammar:  

Simple and Compound Sentences
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Combining Simple Sentences
Try these methods to combine short, choppy 

sentences or to fix run-on sentences.

1. Combine the subjects.  

2. Combine the verbs.  

3. Connect the ideas with a comma (,) and a 

conjunction such as or, for, and, nor, but, yet, 
or so.  

poor sentences
June likes to sing.  June draws well.  

June likes to sing June draws well.  

compound sentences
June likes to sing, and she also draws well. 

1–5. Rewrite each sentence to avoid short, choppy sentences 
and run-on sentences.  

 1. Carla put on her skates.  Carla skated across the pond.

  

 2. Jen is collecting food for the food bank.

  Fran is collecting food for the food bank.

  

 3. Jen collects food for the food bank.

  She helps people.

  

 4. Nathan and Aaron are taller than Ed.

  Nathan and Aaron are not as tall as Jim.

  

 5. I slept for two hours.  I am still tired.

  

Thinking Question 
What punctuation is used 
to combine the simple 
sentences?  What conjunction 
is used to combine the simple 
sentences?

The Power of W.O.W.! 
Grammar: 

Simple and Compound Sentences
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Making Comparisons
You can use different forms of adjectives to compare 

two or more people, places, or things. To compare 

two things, add -er to an adjective. To compare three 

or more things, add -est to an adjective. 

Compare two things: Granite is harder than chalk.

Compare three or more things: Diamonds are the 

hardest gemstone of all. 

However, some adjectives with two syllables, and all 

adjectives with more than two syllables use more or 

most instead of -er or -est. All adjectives use less or least.

Compare two things:  I think social studies is more 
interesting than English.

I think subtraction is less difficult than multiplication.

Compare three or more things:   I think math is the 

most interesting subject in school.

I think addition is the least difficult of all. 

1–8. Complete each sentence by writing the correct form of the 
adjective shown in parentheses.  

 1. An elephant is  than a mouse. (large)  

 2. This dress is the  one in the store. (beautiful)

 3. Jenny didn’t spill her water because she was  than 

her sister. (careful)

 4. Bill is the  student in class. (tall)

 5. I didn’t have much money, so I bought the  

item on the menu. (expensive)

 6. A feather is  than a stone. (light)

 7. Ahmed was the  runner at the track meet. (fast)

 8. Traffi c is  in the country than in the city. (heavy)

The Power of W.O.W.! 
Grammar: Spiral Review
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Sentence Fluency
Two Sentences with the 

Same Subject
Sentences Combined 
Using a Comma and a 

Conjunction

Dora got on her bike.  
Dora rode her bike down 
the street.

Dora got on her bike, and 
she rode down the street.

1–5. Combine each pair of simple sentences using a comma and 
a conjunction.  

 1. Next month is my tenth birthday.  I can’t wait to get an 

allowance.  

  

 2. Olivia was sick today.  We brought her books to her after 

school.  

  

 3. Every year our class does a project to help the 

community.  This year will not be different.

  

  

 4. Gary called his friends.  They were at football practice.  

  

 5. Dad had to cook dinner.  Bridget watched her little sister.  
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Focus Trait: Ideas
Why Events and Actions Happen
Good writers tell or hint at why events happen and why characters 
act the way they do.  The plot helps direct the actions of the 
characters.  A plot has a beginning, middle, and end.

Read each event or action from The Power of W.O.W.!  Then give 
the reason why it happened.  

Plot Event or Action Reason Why

The Words on Wheels 
program is in its last week.

The library has no more money to 
pay for gas and buy books.

Plot Event or Action Reason Why

1.  Ileana, Shane, and Jason decide 
to have a car wash.

2.  Ileana does not accept a donation 
from her uncle, Mr. Diaz.

3.  A television news van comes to the 
car wash. 

4.  The car wash becomes busier and 
the kids begin making more money.
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