
Persuasion
Read the selection below.

Birth of the Special Olympics
Eunice Kennedy Shriver believed 

individuals with learning disabilities 

enjoy and benefit from sports.  She 

felt they should have the same chance 

to participate in sports as people 

without such disabilities.  Eunice 

had organized Camp Shriver in 1962. 

She invited children with learning 

disabilities to take part in sports and 

activities at her home in Maryland.

In 1967, Ann Burke, a teacher 

in Chicago, and the Chicago Park 

District asked Eunice to help them 

hold a track meet modeled after 

the Olympic Games.  Through this 

program, 1,000 disabled athletes from 

around the United States and Canada 

traveled to Chicago for the Chicago 

Special Olympics on July 20, 1968.  

They competed in water sports and 

other events such as floor hockey.

Eunice helped disabled people  

through the Special Olympics.  

Thanks to her, people with learning 

disabilities can play, compete in 

sports, and grow. They can be 

successful at activities that before 

were not open to them.

Today, the Special Olympics 

has grown.  Participants include 

more than 2.5 million athletes from 

countries all over the world.  Eunice’s 

dream has made the world a better 

place.

Analyze the selection to identify and evaluate its persuasive arguments.  
Use the Idea-Support Map below to organize your thoughts.  

Goal:

Reason:

Reason:
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Persuasion
Read the selection below.

Buy Organic Food!
Food quality is an important 

issue for many consumers.  Shoppers 

look for fruits and vegetables that are 

fresh, ripe, and unbruised.  Shoppers 

who want the best food should look 

for food that is labeled as organic.

Organic crops are raised without 

chemical pesticides.  The farmers do 

not spray poisons on the plants or the 

soil to get rid of pests.  Organic crops 

are also raised without herbicides. 

The farmers do not put poisons in the 

soil to get rid of weeds.  The plants 

and the people who care for them are 

also protected from these poisons.

Organic foods do not contain 

growth hormones or genes from 

other kinds of plants.  They are never 

treated with radiation.  Organic foods 

are pure foods. 

For their own health and the 

health of farmers and farmworkers, 

people should seek out and pay 

the higher price charged for these 

healthier, organic foods.

Analyze the selection to evaluate its persuasive arguments.  Use 
an Idea-Support Map like the one shown here to organize your 
thoughts. Then answer the questions below.  

 1. What is the author’s main argument?  Support your 

answer with details from the selection.

  

  

 2. Why does the author think these foods are better? 

Support your answer with details from the selection.
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Using a Dictionary

blur

suspicious

strike

harvest

belief

right

Each sentence shows a word in italics.  Use a dictionary to answer 
questions about the words or to help you use them in a sentence.

 1. The word blur can be used as what parts of speech?

   

 2. How many syllables does the word suspicious have? 

  

 3. Use the word strike with a different meaning in two sentences. 

  

  

 4. What guide words are found at the top of the page on which harvest 

appears?

  

 5. According to your dictionary, which syllable of belief is the stressed 

syllable? How can you tell?

  

  

 6. Use the word right with a different meaning in two sentences.
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Suffixes: -ful, -less, 
-ness, -ment
Basic Write the Basic Word that best fits each clue.

 1. full of happiness  

 2. without end  

 3. a state of tidiness  

 4. concrete surface  

 5. without sleep  

 6. the act of moving  

 7. a state of having no strength  

 8. using more than is needed  

 9. sickness  

 10. having bright colors   

 11. affection  

Challenge 12–15.  Your school newspaper is featuring a health 
article.  Your job is to submit some first-aid tips.  Use four of the 
Challenge Words.  Write on a separate sheet of paper.

 1. colorful

 2. weakness 

 3. movement 

 4. endless 

 5. truthful 

 6. illness 

 7. cheerful 

 8. useless

 9. beautiful

 10. restless

 11. clumsiness

 12. pavement

 13. peaceful 

 14. fondness 

 15. neatness

 16. speechless 

 17. statement

 18. wasteful

 19. penniless

 20. treatment

Challenge

numbness

ailment

resourceful

cleanliness

appointment

Spelling Words

Harvesting Hope: The 
Story of Cesar Chavez
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Spelling Word Sort
Write each Basic Word beside the correct heading.

base word
+ -ful

Basic Words:

Challenge Words:

Possible Selection Words:

base word
+ -less

Basic Words:

base word
+ -ness

Basic Words:

Challenge Words:

base word
+ -ment

Basic Words:

Challenge Words:

Possible Selection Words:

Challenge Add the Challenge Words to your Word Sort.

Connect to Reading Look through Harvesting Hope: The Story of 
Cesar Chavez.  Find words that have the suffixes -ful, -less, -ness, 
or -ment.  Add them to your Word Sort.

 1. colorful

 2. weakness

 3. movement

 4. endless

 5. truthful

 6. illness

 7. cheerful

 8. useless

 9. beautiful

 10. restless

 11. clumsiness

 12. pavement

 13. peaceful

 14. fondness

 15. neatness

 16. speechless

 17. statement

 18. wasteful

 19. penniless

 20. treatment

Challenge

numbness

ailment

resourceful

cleanliness

appointment

Spelling Words

Harvesting Hope: The 
Story of Cesar Chavez
Spelling:  Suffixes: -ful, -less, 

-ness, -ment
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Proofreading for Spelling
Find the misspelled words and circle them.  Write them correctly 
on the lines below.

In 1948, Helen Fabela married Cesar Chavez, a man 

known for his endlest work to improve the treatmint 

of migrant farm workers in the United States.  Though 

the couple endured rather peniles times and poor living 

conditions, Helen supported Cesar’s work.  She also made 

her own statment by starting a teaching program for 

Mexican farm workers.

Some dishonest people were not truthfil and started 

rumors about Mexican farm workers.  Helen was spechles at 

the weekness of their values, and she thought it was uzeles 

to complain.

Helen had a chearful attitude, and she provided an 

environment for her husband and eight children that 

was beautyful and peaseful.  Today Helen Chavez is an 

inspiration to her 31 grandchildren. 

 1.  7. 

 2.  8. 

 3.  9. 

 4.  10. 

 5.  11. 

 6. 

 1. colorful

 2. weakness

 3. movement

 4. endless

 5. truthful

 6. illness

 7. cheerful

 8. useless

 9. beautiful

 10. restless

 11. clumsiness

 12. pavement

 13. peaceful

 14. fondness

 15. neatness

 16. speechless

 17. statement

 18. wasteful

 19. penniless

 20. treatment

Challenge 

numbness 

ailment 

resourceful 

cleanliness 

appointment

Spelling Words

Harvesting Hope: The 
Story of Cesar Chavez
Spelling:  Suffixes: -ful, -less, 

-ness, -ment
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Transition Words

Transition words connect sentences and paragraphs. 

They help readers follow the ideas they are reading 

or hearing.  They show how ideas are related.  Some 

transition words are also, but, still, however, 

therefore, so, once, since, and because. 

transition word
I picked all the beets.  However, I have to take some 

to Mrs. Lopez.

1–4. Underline the transition word in the sentences below.  

 1. A drought destroyed many farms.  Farmers went to 

California because of that.

 2. They found life hard in California.  However, they could 

not go back home.

 3. Even the children had to work.  So, they were not able to 

get a good education. 

 4. Things are somewhat different now.  Still, the life of a 

farm worker is far from easy.

5–8. Select the correct transition word to connect the sentences 
and write it on the line.  

 5. On the road to California we saw cars left at the side of 

the road.  (But, Also)  , there were people just 

sitting there.  

 6. Some people’s money had run out.  (Since, However)                  

 , they could not turn back.

 7. The government tried to help.  (Still, Also)  , 

there were many people it didn’t reach.

 8. Those times are long gone.  (Since, However)  then, 

  there are more ways the government tries to help people.

Thinking Question 
What word or words tell 
about time or order?  What 
words help keep ideas 
moving and changing?
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Time-Order Transition Words

Transition words connect sentences and paragraphs. 

Some transition words tell you the order in which 

events happen.  Words such as first, next, then, before, 

later, and finally show time order. 

First, we researched the problem.  Then we wrote our 

report.

1–4. Underline the transition words in the sentences below.  

 1. First, we made fl yers about the meeting.  Then we put 

them up all over. 

 2. Next, we organized a protest march.  Finally, our cause 

was heard.  

 3. One of the workers told us about her aunt.  Later, we got 

to meet her.  

 4. She told us she had marched forty years ago.  Now, many 

people her age support our cause.

5–8. Write a transition word on the line to connect the sentences.  

 5. We can now reach people through the Internet.  , 

people had only letters, the phone, fl yers, and word of mouth. 

 6. To mount an Internet campaign,  you need a 

good letter.  , you need a mailing list.

 7.   you send the e-mail letter, the waiting begins. 

 a few days, you know by the response if your 

mailing was a success. 

 8.  , you can decide if it is worth using e-mail in the 

future.

Thinking Question 
Which words tell the 
order of events?  How do 
they signal to the reader 
that there is a change?
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Transitional Phrases and 
Conclusions

Transitional phrases connect the ideas in sentences. 

Some transitional phrases include for example 

and in addition.  Other transitional words 

are used to begin the conclusion of an article, 

speech, or essay.  Some concluding phrases are as a 
result, at last, and to sum up.

1–4. Underline the transitional phrases in the sentences below.

 1. Rita started planting a vegetable garden three years ago. 

As a result, she grows a lot of her family’s food.  

 2. She keeps most of her gardening tools in the shed.  In 

addition, there are rakes and weeders in the garage. 

 3. Harvesting vegetables can be diffi cult.  For example, 

pulling carrots out of the ground takes a lot of strength.

 4. The more you do it, the stronger you get.  Besides that, 

home-grown vegetables taste great! 

5–8. Write a concluding transitional phrase on the line to 
connect the sentences.  

 5. The world’s population is growing rapidly. _______________ , 

we need to fi gure out new ways of feeding all the people. 

 6. I have given you my reasons for planning a school garden. 

 , we will learn about plants, cooking, 

and teamwork. 

 7. After my speech, the principal talked with the teachers.

 , they agreed to let us have our 

school garden. 

 8. We talked about who should get the food we grow. 

 , our school cafeteria will now have 

more fresh vegetables and fruit.

Thinking Question 
Which phrase tells you that 
you are at the end of an 
idea or discussion? 
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Verbs in the Past

Use the past-tense form of a verb to show action 

that has already happened.  Most past tense verbs 

end in -ed. However, irregular verbs have different 

endings or different spellings. You must memorize 

those forms.

Past tense: He tired easily. She raked the 

leaves.

Irregular past tense: She felt sleepy. The candle 

went out.

1–3. Write the past-tense form of the verb in parentheses to 
complete each sentence.  
 1. (fi nish) The farmer  plowing late in the 

afternoon. 

 2. (store) He  his equipment in the barn. 

 3. (cook) He  his dinner after he got home. 

4–6. Write the irregular past-tense form of the verb in 
parentheses to complete each sentence. 
 4. (go) Last weekend, we  to visit my 

grandparents. 

 5. (bend) The hurricane  the fl ag pole in half. 

 6. (bring) The parents  supplies for the event. 
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Sentence Fluency

Transition words connect ideas.  They show how ideas 

are related.  They help writers organize their writing, 

put events in time order, and signal conclusions.  They 

make writing clearer and smoother. 

Activity Complete the paragraph below by writing transition 
words or transitional phrases on each line.

Many people lost their farms during the drought. 

 , they left their homes and traveled west.  

Farm owners in California saw a chance for cheap labor.  

 working so long and hard, there was almost 

no time for learning or fun.  a crop was all 

harvested, workers needed to move on.   they 

had to fi nd a new place to work.   , they had to 

fi nd a new place to live!   life was so uncertain, 

no one felt secure. 
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Focus Trait: Organization 
Planning a Personal Narrative
A personal narrative is a story about you and something that 
happened in your life.  Make a list of four events you would like 
to write about.  

   1. 

   2. 

   3. 

   4. 
  

A.  For your personal narrative, choose an event that you remember well or that has 
special meaning and is important to you.  Then fill in the blanks below to help you 
plan your story.  

Topic:  I will write about  

What happened first:  

Next: 

Next: 

Last:  

What I learned:  

B.  Think about the sensory details that could help the reader share your experience.  

Write your details on the lines below.  

Pair/Share   Work with a partner to brainstorm interesting details.
I saw:  

I heard:  

I felt:  
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