
Sequence of Events
Read the selection below.

Flood!
On the morning of April 13, 

1992, there was a massive flood in 

downtown Chicago.  Thousands 

of people fled, terrified of being 

trapped.  Later, they heard what had 

happened.

First, a hole about 20 feet wide 

had broken in an underwater tunnel 

in the Chicago River.  Over 250 

million gallons of water flowed into 

the tunnel.  The water surged quickly 

through a large network of old 

tunnels.  Many tunnels couldn’t hold 

the surge and cracked.  Water gushed 

into basements across the area. 

By noon, over a million people 

had been removed safely from 

downtown.  Electricity and gas were 

shut off.  Buses and trains were 

rerouted, affecting the whole city. 

Emergency workers from up to 

100 miles away came to help.  It took 

three days to plug the holes and stop 

the flooding.  More than six weeks 

passed before things went back to 

normal.  When it was all over, the 

flood had cost over a billion dollars.

Use the Flow Chart to show the sequence of events that took place during the 1992 
Chicago Flood.  Write complete sentences.  
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Sequence of Events
Read the selection below. 

The Blizzard of 1888
When too much snow falls all at 

once, it can be deadly.  That’s what 

happened on January 12, 1888, the 

day the Great Blizzard struck the 

Great Plains of the United States.

When Tom Anders and his sister 

Winnie left for school that morning, 

large snowflakes fell thickly from the 

sky.  After walking the two miles to 

school, they looked like snowmen! 

All that day, the snow fell.  By 

the afternoon, more than two feet of 

fresh, fluffy snow covered the ground.   

Because the storm was worsening the 

teacher dismissed school early.

Tom and Winnie started the 

walk home.  The snow fell so heavily 

they could barely see their way.  They 

held hands tightly as they plunged 

through the drifts.  Finally they saw 

a faint gleam of light, and then they 

were home!  Their feet were so numb 

they sat before the large kitchen 

fire for an hour before they had any 

feeling in their toes.

Many people never reached 

their homes that day.  When the 

temperature dropped that night, 

people and farm animals who were 

outdoors froze to death within 

minutes.  The Blizzard of 1888 was 

the worst this country has ever seen.

Use a Flow Chart like this one to organize the events of the selection.  Then answer the 
questions. 

 1. What clues does the author give you to help you 

understand the sequence of events? 

  

  

  

 2. Explain an event in the selection that infl uences future events. 
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Synonyms

damaged

daring

dangerous

wobbles

fl ee

frightened

protective

Read each sentence.  Rewrite each sentence by using one of the 
synonyms above in place of the underlined word or words.

 1. The brave warrior led his troops in battle.

  

 2. We practiced how to escape if there was a fi re in the school. 

  

 3. Some parts of the world experience harmful earthquakes. 

  

 4. The vase was broken during the move.

  

 5. My older brother is very caring toward me.

  

 6. During a storm, my dog is scared of the thunder.

  

 7. During an earthquake, the ground shakes.
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1

6

7

8

2

3

4

5

Words with -ed or -ing
Basic Complete the puzzle by writing the Basic Word for each 
clue.  

Across

 1. fell in drops  

 6. to rush at top speed

 7. shutting with a click

 8. gaining a victory  

Down

 1. moving to music

 2. challenged  

 3. punching or slapping

 4. a lined pattern

 5. boasting  

 6. going up  

Challenge 11–14. Your class had a spelling bee yesterday.  
Write a short paragraph about it for your school paper.  Use four of 
the Challenge Words.  Write on a separate sheet of paper.

 1. rising 

 2. traced 

 3. stripped 

 4. slammed 

 5. dancing 

 6. striped 

 7. winning 

 8. snapping 

 9. bragging 

 10. handled 

 11. dripped 

 12. begged 

 13. dared 

 14. skipped 

 15. hitting 

 16. spotted 

 17. raced 

 18. dimmed 

 19. spinning 

 20. escaped

Challenge 

urged

striving

whipped

breathing

quizzed

Spelling Words

The Earth Dragon 
Awakes

Spelling:  Words with -ed or -ing
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Spelling Word Sort
Write each Basic Word beside the correct heading.

Adding -ed: 
final e dropped

Basic Words: 

Challenge Words: 

Adding -ing: 
final e dropped

Basic Words: 

Challenge Words: 

Possible Selection Words: 

Adding -ed:
final consonant 

doubled

Basic Words: 

Challenge Words: 

Possible Selection Words:

Adding -ing: 
final consonant 

doubled

Basic Words: 

Possible Selection Words:

Challenge Add the Challenge Words to your Word Sort.

Connect to Reading Look through The Earth Dragon Awakes. 
Find words that have -ed or -ing.  Add them to your Word Sort. 

 1. rising 

 2. traced 

 3. stripped 

 4. slammed 

 5. dancing 

 6. striped 

 7. winning 

 8. snapping 

 9. bragging 

 10. handled 

 11. dripped 

 12. begged 

 13. dared 

 14. skipped 

 15. hitting 

 16. spotted 

 17. raced 

 18. dimmed 

 19. spinning 

 20. escaped

Challenge 

urged

striving

whipped

breathing

quizzed

Spelling Words
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Proofreading for Spelling
Find the misspelled words and circle them.  Write them correctly 
on the lines below.

My grandfather beged his parents to let him leave home 

to see the world.  When they finally agreed, my grandfather 

began danceing and spining across the spoted rug in the 

living room.  He escapt disaster as he nearly slamed into the 

wall.  But with excitement in the air, he skiped dinner and 

racd upstairs to get his suitcase.  He packed some pants and 

his favorite stiped shirts.

He was a young man when he left his home in Peru, 

South America.  My grandfather handld all his own travel 

arrangements, and before he left, he tracid a map for his 

parents, showing the route the steamship would be traveling. 

For twenty-one days he did not see land.  When the lights 

on the steamship dimed, my grandfather sat and thought 

about his future.  The steamship arrived in San Francisco on 

April 18, 1906, the day of the big earthquake.

 1.  7. 

 2.  8. 

 3.  9. 

 4.  10. 

 5.  11. 

 6.  12. 

 1. rising 

 2. traced 

 3. stripped 

 4. slammed 

 5. dancing 

 6. striped 

 7. winning 

 8. snapping 

 9. bragging 

 10. handled 

 11. dripped 

 12. begged 

 13. dared 

 14. skipped 

 15. hitting 

 16. spotted 

 17. raced 

 18. dimmed 

 19. spinning 

 20. escaped

Challenge

urged

striving

whipped

breathing

quizzed

Spelling Words
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Singular Possessive Nouns
A singular possessive noun shows ownership by one 

person or thing.  Add -’s to a singular noun to make 

it possessive. 

singular possessive noun
the Earth Dragon’s anger

1–8. Write each phrase another way.  Use the possessive form 
of the underlined noun.

 1. the father of Chin   father 

 2. the son of Ah Sing   son 

 3. the rumble of an earthquake  an  rumble 

 4. the shout of a person  a  shout 

 5. the courage of a father  a  courage 

 6. the fear of the boy  the  fear 

 7. the help of a friend  a  help 

 8. the smile of the rescuer  the  smile 

Thinking Question 
What word shows 
ownership by one person 
or thing?

The Earth Dragon 
Awakes
Grammar:  

Possessive Nouns
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Plural Possessive Nouns
A plural possessive noun shows ownership by more 

than one person or thing.  When a plural noun ends 

with -s, add only an apostrophe to make it possessive. 

When a plural noun does not end in -s, add an 

apostrophe and -s to make it possessive.

plural possessive noun
the dragons’ caves            the men’s stories

Write each phrase another way.  Use the possessive form of the 
underlined noun.

 1. legends of different countries

  different  legends

 2. the long necks of the sea serpents

  the  long necks

 3. the footprints of the children

  the  footprints

 4. the huge wings of the dragons 

  the  huge wings

 5. the brave actions of the young women

  the  brave actions

 6. the towers of the castles

  the  towers

Thinking Question 
What word shows 
ownership by more than 
one person or thing?

The Earth Dragon 
Awakes
Grammar:  

Possessive Nouns
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Apostrophes in Possessive  
Nouns

Some plural nouns do not end in -s.  To make these 

plural nouns possessive, add -’s.

plural possessive nouns
her feet’s soles his teeth’s braces

1–8. Write each phrase another way.  Use the possessive form of 
the underlined noun.  

 1. the choice of the people  

 2. the soft wool belonging to the sheep  

 3. the nests belonging to the mice  

 4. the tracks of the deer  

 5. the annoying honks of the geese  

 6. the stubbornness of the oxen  

 7. the colored fi ns belonging to fi sh  

 8. the safety of the children  
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Simple Verb Tenses

Present Tense That volcano erupts about every hundred years.

Past Tense It last erupted in 1945.

Future Tense I wonder if it will erupt in my lifetime. 

1–6. Underline the verb in each sentence.  Write present, past, 
or future for each verb.  

 1. Kate’s uncle Alan moved to Los Angeles last year. 

 2. The area experiences several earthquakes every year. 

 3. Alan got a job at an earthquake research laboratory. 

 4. He will study earthquake activity there for two years. 

 5. His research will provide scientists with new information. 

 6. Kate misses her uncle and his silly jokes. 

7–10. Correct this journal entry.  There are four mistakes in verb 
tense.  Write the correct verbs on the lines below.

Yesterday morning I woke up with a jolt.  Books fall off 

my shelf.  Then the pictures on my walls will crash to the 

floor.  It takes me a few seconds, but finally I understood. 

It was an earthquake!  All day, we will wait for aftershocks. 

Luckily, there were none.

 7.  9. 

 8.  10. 

The Earth Dragon 
Awakes

Grammar:  Spiral Review
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Ideas
You can use possessive nouns to make details clearer by 
showing ownership.

Unclear Detail Clear Detail

The siren was louder than the cries. The siren was louder than my baby 
brother’s cries.

1–6. Rewrite each sentence to show ownership of the underlined 
word or words.  Use possessive nouns.  Write the new sentence on 
the line.

 1. The tornado siren frightened our visitors.

  

 2. The loud, shrill sound made the windows rattle.

  

 3. Jacob said we should hurry to the shelter.

  

 4. The shelter is a basement room with emergency supplies.

  

  

 5. My uncle entertained us with songs while we waited for the all-clear 

signal. 

  

  

 6. The music helped everyone to relax, even the dog. 

  

The Earth Dragon 
Awakes

Grammar:  Connect to Writing
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Focus Trait: Ideas 
Giving Facts and Examples

When you write a problem-solution paragraph, follow these steps:

1. State the problem clearly.  

2. Explain why you think it is a problem.  

3. Give one or more possible solutions.  

4. Use facts and examples to support the possible solutions.  

5. Tell which solution you think is best, and explain why. 

Think of a problem that you can help to fix.  Complete the outline 
for a problem-solution paragraph.  

 1. Problem:  

 2. Reason:  

 3. Possible solution:  

  

  a. Fact/example:  

  b. Fact/example:  

 4. My solution:  

The Earth Dragon 
Awakes
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