
Fact and Opinion
Read the selection below.

The Barn Owl
Every summer, I went to stay on 

my grandfather’s farm. I liked getting 

away from the noisy city and being in 

the quiet countryside, breathing fresh 

air.  There were so many places to 

explore.

During one visit when I was 11, 

I was in the barn getting some hay 

for my grandfather’s horse when I 

heard a rustling noise from above.  I 

looked up and saw an animal.  At 

first I wasn’t sure what it was.  Then 

I realized it was a small owl.  I knew 

there were many types of owls.  What 

type of owl had I found?

After I fed the horse, I told my 

grandfather about the owl.  He came 

back with me to look at it.  When 

he saw it, he said it was a barn owl. 

He pointed out its beautiful white 

feathers with some yellow and orange 

marks.  A barn owl’s face is funny-

looking and shaped like a heart.  Like 

all owls, they sleep in the daytime and 

hunt at night.  My grandfather told 

me he was happy to have owls on the 

farm because they hunt mice.

Use the T-Map to list facts and opinions about barn owls. Write 
complete sentences. 

OpinionFact
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Fact and Opinion
Read the selection below. 

A Cute Predator
Screech owls are so cute that it 

is hard to imagine one as a vicious 

hunter.  But like all animals, owls 

need to eat.  And as birds of prey, 

they hunt and kill for food.  Screech 

owls favor any of a variety of small 

animals—songbirds, insects, fish, and 

small mammals such as mice and 

moles.

Screech owls hunt all night long, 

from dusk until dawn.  But they do 

most of their work during the first 

four hours of darkness.  During this 

time, the screech owl perches in 

a tree, waiting until a prey animal 

comes scurrying along.  Once the owl 

eyes a tasty mouse, it dives quickly 

and gracefully, seizing the rodent in 

its sharp talons.  

Once caught, there is no hope 

for the prey’s escape.  Like all owls, 

screech owls usually swallow small 

prey whole, right on the spot.  If the 

owl catches larger prey, it may carry 

the animal to a perch in a nearby 

tree to gobble it up in bite-sized 

pieces. 

Analyze the selection to identify facts and opinions presented by 
the author.  Use a T-Map like the one shown here to organize your 
findings.  Then answer the questions below. 

 1. Is the fi rst sentence a fact or an opinion? 

  Explain your response.  

  

 2. How could you verify if the statements in the last 

paragraph are facts or opinions?
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Suffixes –ful, –less, –ness,
–ment

cheer

success

use

dark

assign

entertain

still

To complete each sentence below, select a word from the box and 
add the suffix –ful, –less, –ness, or –ment.  Read the completed 
sentence to be sure it makes sense.

 1. My teacher gave the class a homework  

over the weekend.

 2. The tool was  after I dropped it and it 

broke.

 3. The coach thought practice was  when 

we each made three goals.

 4. The  look on her face told me that she 

was in a great mood.

 5. Spotted owls hunt their prey at night in the 

 .

 6. I could see my refl ection in the calm  of 

the water.

 7. The  for the party included two talented 

musical acts.
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Compound Words
Basic Write the Basic Word that best replaces the underlined 
word or words.  

My parents asked me to (1) look after my little sister. 

As soon as their car left the (2) lane from our garage, 

Amelia decided to be naughty.  She found the scissors and 

gave her doll a (3) short trim.  Now you can see the doll’s 

whole (4) part of the face above her eyes.  Then she ran 

into my room and broke my (5) instrument for telling time.  

I know there were (6) more than twenty pieces of

it on the floor.  I scolded Amelia, and she seemed to cry 

(7) for all time.  She was so upset that she even refused to 

play Tinkerbell, who is her favorite (8) pretend character.  

But I grabbed a (9) not far away (10) small lamp powered 

by batteries and waved it around.  She stopped crying and 

was fine.  Watching Amelia is a hard job!

 1.  6. 

 2.  7. 

 3.  8. 

 4.  9. 

 5.  10. 

Challenge 11–14. Write a journal entry about a school trip your 
class took to a big city.  Use four Challenge Words.  Write on a 
separate sheet of paper.

 1. somebody

 2. fi replace

 3. nearby

 4. toothbrush

 5. homesick

 6.  make-

believe

 7. anything

 8. all right

 9. goodbye

 10. forehead

 11. classmate

 12. fl ashlight

 13. haircut

 14. twenty-two

 15. driveway

 16.  alarm 

clock

 17. baby-sit

 18. airport

 19. forever

 20. mailbox

Challenge 

fi eld trip

absent-minded

life jacket

skyscraper

nevertheless

Spelling Words

The Screech Owl 
Who Liked Television
Spelling:  Compound Words
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Spelling Word Sort
Write each Basic Word beside the correct heading.

One word

Basic Words:

Challenge Words:

Possible Selection Words:

With a hyphen

Basic Words:

Challenge Words:

Two separate 
words

Basic Words:

Challenge Words:

Possible Selection Words:

Challenge Add the Challenge Words to your Word Sort.

Connect to Reading Look through The Screech Owl Who Liked 
Television.  Find compound words.  Add them to your Word Sort.

 1. somebody

 2. fi replace

 3. nearby

 4. toothbrush

 5. homesick

 6.  make-

believe

 7. anything

 8. all right

 9. goodbye

 10. forehead

 11. classmate

 12. fl ashlight

 13. haircut

 14. twenty-two

 15. driveway

 16.  alarm 

clock

 17. baby-sit

 18. airport

 19. forever

 20. mailbox

Challenge 

fi eld trip

absent-minded

life jacket

skyscraper

nevertheless

Spelling Words

The Screech Owl 
Who Liked Television
Spelling: Compound Words
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Proofreading for Spelling
Find the misspelled words and circle them.  Write them correctly 
on the lines below.

Anyone who has ever had a pet knows how much joy 

it can provide.  Whether the pet is a puppy curled up in 

its owner’s lap sniffing at a brand new doggy tothbrush, a 

chatty parrot asking for a snack as it sits on a toy mailboxx 

in its cage, or a cute playful kitten retrieving a toy mouse by 

the fireplase, the bond between pets and their owners is a 

strong one.

Kiko is a great pet!  She looks like a dog and walks like 

a dog.  But she doesn’t need to have sombody take her for a 

walk, nor would she get homesik if she were boarded at the 

kennel.  In addition, she never needs a harecut.  Kiko is a 

well-behaved pet.  She doesn’t bark at anythink, or cry when 

her owner says goodbie when leaving to meet a clasmate at 

the airpert.  Sometimes Kiko sits in the drivway.  Kiko is a 

good pet, all reght!  Kiko is a robot dog! 

 1.  7. 

 2.  8. 

 3.  9. 

 4.  10. 

 5.  11. 

 6.  12. 

 1. somebody

 2. fi replace

 3. nearby

 4. toothbrush

 5. homesick

 6.  make-

believe

 7. anything

 8. all right

 9. goodbye

 10. forehead

 11. classmate

 12. fl ashlight

 13. haircut

 14. twenty-two

 15.  driveway

 16.  alarm 

clock

 17. baby-sit

 18. airport

 19. forever

 20. mailbox

Challenge 

fi eld trip

absent-minded

life jacket

skyscraper

nevertheless

Spelling Words

The Screech Owl 
Who Liked Television
Spelling: Compound Words
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Capitalizing Historical Events  
and Documents

Proper nouns are always capitalized.  The names of 

important historical events and documents are also 

proper nouns and should be capitalized. 

a war, the Civil War 

the amendment, the Thirteenth Amendment 

Remember, do not capitalize small words like and, of, and the.

1–4. Write these sentences correctly.  Add capital letters when 
they are needed.

 1. The american revolution began in 1776.  

  

  

 2. The declaration of independence was written the next year. 

  

  

 3. President Lincoln delivered his gettysburg address in 1863.  

  

  

 4. The battle of bataan occurred during world war II.  

  

  

Thinking Question 
What word names 
a particular event or 
document?
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Capitalizing the Titles of     
Books, Stories, and Essays

The titles of books, stories, and essays are proper nouns and 

should always be capitalized.  Do not capitalize small words 

such as and, of, and the unless they begin the title.

book  There’s a Tarantula in My Purse
story  “The Screech Owl Who Liked Television”

Remember, put the titles of book chapters, stories, and essays 

inside quotation marks.

1–4. Write these sentences correctly.  Add capital letters where they are 
needed.  Be sure to underline book titles.

 1. I like Jean Craighead George’s book how to talk to your dog.

  

   

 2. Have you read Mark Twain’s short story, “the celebrated jumping frog of 

calaveras county”? 

  

  

 3. A book by Jean Craighead George that I want to read is julie of the 
wolves. 

  

  

 4. Two of Ralph Waldo Emerson’s famous essays are “the poet” and 

“experience.” 

  

  

Thinking Question 
Which words are part
of a title? 
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Capitalizing Languages,
Races, and Nationalities

The names of languages, races, and nationalities are 

proper nouns. They should always be capitalized.  

languages: English, Spanish, Quechua, Arabic, Swahili

races: African American, Pacific Islander

nationalities: Canadian, Spanish, Chilean, Saudi Arabian

1–4. Write these sentences correctly.  Add capital letters where 
they are needed. 

 1. In middle school, chinese and russian language classes 

are offered. 

  

  

 2. I am part latino and part italian. 

   

  

 3. swedish, danish, and norwegian people live in northern Europe.

  

  

 4. moroccans and south africans live in opposite ends of Africa.

  

  

Thinking Question 
What word names a 
language, race, or 
nationality? 
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Kinds of Verbs
Action Verb Helping Verb and Main Verb

The three puppies barked all 
night long.

The puppies are chewing 
Mr. Arnold’s slippers.

1–4. Underline the action verb in each sentence. 

 1. Mom got the puppies at a shelter.

 2. The whole family loved the puppies at fi rst sight.

 3. Francis and I take the puppies for a walk every day.

 4. The puppies climbed into their basket for a nap.

5–8. Underline the helping verb once and the main verb twice.

 5. Jamie is reading an article about screech owls.

 6. A small gray owl had built a nest in a tree outside his window.

 7. The owl has fl own to another part of the yard.

 8. The owl will return to the nest with food for its babies.

9–10. Combine each pair of sentences to make one sentence 
with a compound predicate.  Write the sentence on the line.

 9. Our new dog Rough sits.  He waits for the school bus to arrive. 

  

  

 10. Rough’s old owners moved.  They could not take Rough with them to 

their new apartment.

  

  

The Screech Owl Who 
Liked Television

Grammar:  Spiral Review

Grade 4, Unit 3: Natural Encounters
 

130Grammar
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company.  All rights reserved.

Lesson 11
P R A C T I C E  B O O K

Name  Date 

��������������	
������������������ ��������������������



Conventions
Capitalize all proper nouns.  Capitalize:

• historical events and documents

• titles of books, stories, and essays

• names of languages, races, and nationalities

Do not capitalize small words like and, of, and the.  

Put the titles of book chapters, stories, and essays 

inside quotation marks.

1–4. Write these sentences correctly. Add capital letters where 
they are needed.

 1. In canada, many people speak both english and french.  

  

  

 2. The hebrew word shalom and the arabic word salaam both mean 

“peace.”   

 3. The ancient greeks and romans both controlled huge empires.   

  

  

 4. Books by walter jones include play ball! and the swinging step.
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Focus Trait: Ideas
Vivid Details
Vivid supporting details help readers remember your point and make your writing 
more specific and persuasive. 

No Vivid Detail Vivid Detail

You shouldn’t eat junk food.  It is bad for 
you. 

You shouldn’t eat junk food.  The high sugar 
content can cause cavities.  Eating too much 
junk food can also lead to weight problems.

A.  Fill in the blank with the title of your favorite book.  Then write two vivid supporting 
details that would help persuade others that the book is good. 

 My favorite book is 

 Vivid supporting detail: 

 

 Vivid supporting detail: 

 

B.  Work with a partner. Select something such as a sports team, movie, or food that 
you both agree is the best.  Work together to write a paragraph to persuade others 
to agree. Start with a statement of what you think is the best. Then include at least 
two vivid details that support your point.   
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