
Author’s Purpose
Read the selection below.

Dancing with the Swans
My grandmother, Nana, took 

me to see my first ballet when I was 

eleven years old.  She told me we 

would see Swan Lake, her favorite 

ballet.  I had never seen a ballet 

before, so I worried that I wouldn’t 

understand the story.  Nana said she 

would explain everything to me.

While we were driving, Nana 

told me that Swan Lake is a fairy tale 

brought to life by dancers and music.  

It is the story of a prince who must 

marry someone he doesn’t love.  He 

runs away to hide by a lake.  There, 

he sees a swan turn into a beautiful 

woman, named Odette.  Odette 

explains that she is bewitched.  A 

spell turns her into a swan at night.  

To break this spell, Odette must 

find true love.  The prince promises 

Odette his love and rescues her.

When we arrived at the theater, 

we had front row seats!  Soon, the 

lights dimmed and the music started.  

The dancers were graceful.  Since 

Nana had explained the story, I 

understood the ballet without any 

words.  After the ballet, I told my 

grandmother how much I enjoyed the 

show.  I told her that I would like to 

see another ballet the next time one 

came to town.

Complete the Inference Map with details that explain 
the author’s purpose. 

Detail: Detail:

Author’s Purpose:  

Detail:
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Author’s Purpose
Read the selection below. 

Painter Paul Klee
As a child, painter Paul Klee 

(KLAY) was a very good violinist.  Both 

of his parents were musicians.  It 

seemed likely that their son would 

follow in their footsteps.  But Paul 

was also a gifted artist.  He drew 

landscapes and sketches. 

Paul decided to study art, not 

music.  When he was nineteen, he 

went to a private art school.  A 

teacher encouraged him to use his 

imagination, and Paul never forgot it.  

In 1906, Paul married a pianist 

named Lily Stumpf.  They lived in 

Munich, Germany.  For several years, 

Paul had trouble painting.  But then 

he traveled to Tunisia, Africa.  The 

landscapes there inspired Paul, and 

the trip was the turning point in 

Paul’s career.  He began to explore 

color and mosaics in his art.  He 

exhibited his works for the first time 

after this trip.

Paul Klee became a successful 

artist.  In 1935, Paul became very sick 

and could not paint.  A few years 

later, he started to feel better.  He 

painted several new artworks before 

becoming ill again.  He died on June 

29, 1940.

Use an Inference Map like the one shown here to figure out the 
author’s purpose.  Then answer the questions below.

 1. Why do you think the author discusses Paul’s family?

  

  

 2. How does the author view Paul’s ability to overcome 

obstacles?  Support your answer with text details. 
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Analogies
An analogy is a comparison that shows how things are related.  
Read each set of words.  Think about the relationship between the 
first pair of words.  Add another word to complete the analogy.

 1. rise:drop  as  above: 

 2. fall:plunge  as  nice: 

 3. disheartened:positive  as  hungry: 

 4. escaped:got away  as  loyal: 

 5. returned:went away  as  together: 

 6. discouraged: saddened  as  high: 

 7. border:frame  as  cover: 

 8. entrance:exit  as  beginning: 
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More Vowel + /r/ Sounds
Basic Write the Basic Word that best replaces the underlined 
word or words in each sentence.  

 1. My older sister Pam gets up at the beginning of the day 

to run cross-country. 

 2. Running is her favorite competition. 

 3. There are a little more than a dozen students on her team. 

 4. Their updated uniforms are red and gold. 

 5. The race path goes through the woods near the creek. 

 6. Pam’s teammates fi ght hunger and dryness as they train. 

 7. They often get grubby as they run through mud and 

under tree branches. 

 8. Their shoes get old and used up very quickly.

 9. Muscles get painful and ache from all the activity.

 10. The good feeling running gives Pam is well deserving of 

the effort. 

Challenge 11–14. A friend of yours is planning a trip to another 
country.  Write a letter wishing your friend a good trip.  Use four 
Challenge Words.  Write on a separate sheet of paper.

 1. learn

 2. dirty 

 3. worn 

 4. sore

 5. thirst 

 6. burn 

 7. record 

 8. cure 

 9. board 

 10. course 

 11. worth 

 12. early 

 13. return

 14. pure 

 15. world 

 16. search 

 17. worse 

 18. thirteen

 19. sport 

 20. current

Challenge

curious

thorough

earnest

portion

foreign

Spelling Words

José! Born to Dance
Spelling:  More Vowel 

+ /r/ Sounds
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Spelling Word Sort
Write each Basic Word beside the correct heading. 

/ôr/ spelled or
Basic Words:
Challenge Words:
Possible Selection Words:

/ôr/ spelled ore
Basic Words:

Possible Selection Words:

Other spellings 
for /ôr/

Basic Words:

Possible Selection Words:

/ûr/ spelled 
ir or ur

Basic Words: dirty, thirst, thirteen, burn, 
return, current

Possible Selection Words: curtain, furnace, 
birdsong

/ûr/ spelled 
ear or or

Basic Words: earn, early, search, worth, 
world, worse

Challenge Words:

/yoo
�

r/ 
spelled ure

Basic Words:

Other spellings 
for /yoo

�
r/

Challenge Words:

Challenge Add the Challenge Words to your Word Sort.

Connect to Reading Look through José! Born to Dance.  
Find more words that have the vowel + /r/ spelling patterns 
on this page.  Add them to your Word Sort. 

 1. learn

 2. dirty 

 3. worn 

 4. sore

 5. thirst 

 6. burn 

 7. record 

 8. cure 

 9. board 

 10. course 

 11. worth 

 12. early 

 13. return

 14. pure 

 15. world 

 16. search 

 17. worse 

 18. thirteen

 19. sport 

 20. current

Challenge

curious

thorough

earnest

portion

foreign

Spelling Words

José! Born to Dance
Spelling:  

More Vowel + /r/ Sounds
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Proofreading for Spelling
Find the misspelled words and circle them.  Write them correctly 
on the lines below.

Doris Humphrey was born in 1895 in Oak Park, Illinois. 

It was pur joy for her as a young child to lirn new dance 

routines.  At first, she was stiff like a bord.  Doris soon 

opened her own dance studio.  In 1928 Doris and Charles 

Weidman left to form their own group in New York.  They 

would go on to rekord their choreographic works and 

produce some of the outstanding performers in the wurld.

Her career ended due to arthritis, for which there was 

no kure. Not being able to dance hurt Doris werse than 

her ailment itself.  Dance would always bern in her like a 

fire.  However, she did not retern to California in serch of 

other work.  Instead, she became José’s mentor and the 

artistic director of his dance company.  Doris was one of the 

founders of American modern dance.

 1.  6. 

 2.  7. 

 3.  8. 

 4.  9. 

 5.  10. 

 1. learn

 2. dirty 

 3. worn 

 4. sore

 5. thirst 

 6. burn 

 7. record 

 8. cure 

 9. board 

 10. course 

 11. worth 

 12. early 

 13. return

 14. pure 

 15. world 

 16. search 

 17. worse 

 18. thirteen

 19. sport 

 20. current

Challenge

curious

thorough

earnest

portion

foreign

Spelling Words

José! Born to Dance
Spelling:  

More Vowel + /r/ Sounds 
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Subject and Object Pronouns

A subject pronoun is a pronoun that tells who or 

what does the action of a sentence.  An object 
pronoun is a pronoun that tells who or what receives 

the action of the verb.

subject pronoun
He studied dance for many years.

object pronoun
Grandmother made breakfast for him every morning.

1–4. Underline the subject pronoun in each sentence.  

 1. We watched José dance in the show.

 2. I couldn’t wait to see the performance. 

 3. Have you ever seen a dance recital? 

 4. He should dance in all of the shows. 

5–8. Write the pronoun in parentheses that can take the place 

of the underlined word or words.   

  5. (him, you) The birds sang to José during breakfast. 

 6. (them, us) Mama drank hot chocolate with José and  

Grandmother.   

  7. (him, me) José said to Grandmother, “Please give José 

more!”   

 8. (you, us) “Can you save some for Mama and me?” Grandmother 

asked, with a smile.   

Thinking Question 
What pronoun tells who or 
what does the action of the 
sentence? What pronoun 
tells who or what receives 
the action of the verb?

José! Born to Dance
Grammar:  Pronouns

Grade 4, Unit 2: Do You Know What I Mean?
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Reflexive Pronouns
Reflexive pronouns can be used to show that a 

subject is performing an action on itself.  Reflexive 

pronouns may also be used to bring attention to 

an action.  Reflexive pronouns must agree with 

the subject. 

reflexive pronouns
myself, yourself, himself, herself, itself, 

ourselves, yourselves, themselves 

Emily laced up the ballet slippers herself.

1–8. Write the correct reflexive pronoun on the line in the 
sentences below.  

 1. (herself, himself)  Henry injured  while practicing 

a dance routine.

 2. (myself, ourselves)  I made the dance costumes  !

 3. (yourself, itself)  Help  to some juice after you’ve 

mastered the dance steps.  

 4. (themselves, herself)  She rewarded  with a new 

pair of ballet shoes.  

 5. (ourselves, yourselves)  We dressed  before the 

dance recital. 

 6. (itself, themselves)  The students picked out the dance songs 

 .  

 7. (itself, herself)  Jenny practiced the dance moves by 

 .  

 8. (myself, ourselves)  Before the dance recital, we looked at 

 in the mirror.  
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Pronoun-Antecedent 
Agreement

An antecedent is a word or phrase that a following word 

refers back to.  Pronouns often have antecedents.

antecedent pronoun
Musicals are popular, and they feature singing and dancing. 

In the above sentence, musicals is the antecedent.  The word 

they is the pronoun that is used instead of repeating the word 

musicals.  The pronoun agrees with its antecedent in number. 

1–4. Write the correct pronoun to complete each sentence.

 1. (she, he) Fred Astaire was a famous actor, and _________ was 

well-known for his dancing. 

 2. (They, You) Ginger Rogers danced with Fred Astaire.  _______

moved gracefully together.  

 3. (They, He) Gene Kelly danced in many movies.  __________ 

are worth watching!  

 4. (They, It) Gene Kelly and Leslie Caron danced in An American 
in Paris.  ______ was a great movie.  

5–8. Circle the pronoun in each sentence.  Underline the antecedent.

 5. Shirley Temple was a child star, and she could tap dance, too. 

   6. Musicals are fun, but they can be long. 

 7. Dancers need to be careful when they perform. 

 8. When my sister and I took tap dance lessons, we wore special 

shoes. 
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Plural Nouns
Singular Plural 

one valley several valleys

a bunny some bunnies

this tooth these teeth

one moose both moose

1–6. Write the plural form of the noun in parentheses to 
complete each sentence.  

 1. (hobby) Ballroom dancing is one of my aunt’s . 

 2. (country) This type of dance is performed in many .

 3. (man) Women and  wear fancy costumes. 

 4. (foot) Dancers kick their  and glide across the fl oor.

 5. (city) Some  host ballroom dancing contests. 

 6. (key) One of the  to winning is practice, practice, 

practice! 

7–12. Correct six errors in this paragraph.  There are six plural 
nouns written incorrectly.  Use proofreading marks.

My brother takes dance lessons on Fridayes.  There are 

girls and boyes in his class.  Last week, my parents and I watched 

his dance recital with many other families.  I sat in the front row 

with several childs I knew.  Some dancers wore tap shoes on 

their foots.  Other dancers acted out stories.  In one dance, the 

performers were dressed as sheeps!  After the show, we went to 

two partys for the dancers.
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Sentence Fluency
You can combine sentences with pronouns and subordinating 
conjunctions.

Choppy Sentences Combined Sentences

José and his family stayed in Nogales. 
José and his family waited for 
permission to enter the United States.

José and his family stayed in Nogales 
while they waited for permission to 
enter the United States.

1–5. Combine each pair of sentences.  Replace the underlined 
subject with a pronoun.  Use the subordinating conjunction in 
parentheses.  Write the new sentence on the line.

 1. Papa decided to leave Mexico.  Papa was worried about 

the war. (because)

  

  

 2. José drew such beautiful pictures of trains.  Everyone 

thought José would become an artist. (since)

  

  

 3. José studied for three years.  José learned English. (before)

  

  

 4. José felt lonely.  José walked around on a cold day. (when)

  

  

José! Born to Dance
Grammar:  Connect to Writing

Grade 4, Unit 2: Do You Know What I Mean?
 

119Grammar
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company.  All rights reserved.

Lesson 10
P R A C T I C E  B O O K

Name  Date 

��������������	
��������������� ��������������������



Focus Trait: Organization
Writing a Strong Opening 
Question: Why was José’s trip to New York important to him?

Weak Opening Strong Opening
 José went to New York to find out 
 what he should do with his life. 

 I think José’s trip to New York was
 important in helping him learn 
 what he wanted to do with his life. 

Read each question.  Use words from the question to write a strong 
opening statement for a response essay.  

Question Opening Statement

1.   Do you think José’s early 
struggles learning English 
helped him in other ways?

2.   Do you believe that seeing 
famous paintings in New 
York had a positive or a 
negative effect on José?

3.   Do you think José gave a gift
to the world?  
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